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Review

Multiplicity of symbolism at play in 'Life x 3'

Drew Sterwald

IF YOU GO

¥What: "Life x 3"

¥Who: Gulfshore Playhouse

¥When: 8 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday and 3
p.m. Sunday through Saturday, Oct. 13.

¥Where: Foulds Theatre, Alliance for the Arts, 10091
McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers. The show also runs Oct.
18-27 at the Norris Community Center in Naples.
¥Tickets: $15 students, $30 seniors, $35 other adults.
¥Information: Call toll-free (866) 811-4111. Web site:
www.gulfshoreplayhouse.org

"There's a real wind of madness blowing through this
place tonight," says one of the characters in "Life x 3."

The setting is a dinner party gone bad. The hosts have
gotten their days mixed up, so when the guest couple
shows up unexpectedly there's nothing but snacks to
feed them. There's plenty of wine, though, the drinking
of which emboldens the partygoers perhaps a bit more
than socially acceptable.

That's the narrative device that sets in motion "Life x 3,"
which Gulfshore Playhouse is performing at the Foulds

Theatre in Fort Myers. The professional company based
in Estero is staging productions here and in Naples.
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"Life x 3" replays the same scenario three times, with
different perspectives and different results. The couple

holding the party, an astrophysicist and his lawyer wife,
are experiencing domestic tensions symbolized by their
unruly child. Into this situation come an esteemed
colleague of the scientist and his unhappy wife, who
happens to have a distressing run in her stocking
(symbolism noted).

Yes, there's lots of symbolism at play here. French
playwright Yasmina Reza's work is nothing if not literate.
What it all amounts to I'm not quite sure, but it's an
interesting and occasionally funny exploration of rivalry,
manipulation and marital compromise. It's sort of a "lite"
version of "Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?"

And the cast, directed by Kristen Coury, is remarkably
good. The shifting setups allow each of them to show _
different facets of the same character, so by the time the

third act is over they are three-dimensional people.

John Kooi plays the astrophysicist with a striver's sense
of desperation N and cunning when needed. The irony is that he's about to publish an important paper on the
flatness of galaxy halos yet he can't handle a simple task like getting his child to bed.

Beth Hylton gives a wonderfully nuanced performance as his wife. She somehow conveys the inner struggle going
on between the woman's heart and her head over supporting her husband or pursuing her own desires.

In contrast, the wife of the other scientist seems to have given up the fight with her overbearing spouse. Or at
least she has settled for just an occasional wry barrage. Suzanne Lewin plays the character with great restraint N
which effectively underscores the arrogance of her husband, played by Bruce Somerville. That is another
character it would be easy to overplay, but Somerville doesn't.

Even if "Life x 3" doesn't add things up in a tidy sum for the viewer, it's an equation that's fun to puzzle over.
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